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M*=Zlizabeth Gaunt's Laſt Speech,who was 
Burnt at London, Oct. 23. 1685. as it was written 
by her own hand, & delivercd tqCapt. 
Richardſon Keeper of Newdate. --. 


Ort knowing whether I ſhall be ſuffered , or able, becauftr-oþ weakneſſes 

that are upon me; thro my hard & cloſe impriſonment , to ſpeak at the 

place of Execution, [ have wrote theſe few Lines , to fignity that 1 am 

reconciled to the wayes of my God towards me, tho it be in wayes I 
looked not for, & by terrible things , yet in righteouſneſs ; for having given me 
litezhe cught to have the diſpoſing of it , when & where he pleaſes to call for 
It; and ] defire to offer up my all to him, it being but my reaſonable ſervice, & 
alſo the firſt terms Chriſt offers, that he that will be his diſciple , muſt forſake 
all & follow him:and therfore let none think hard, or be diſcouraged at what hath 
happened unto me; for he doth nothing without cauſe in all that he hath done 
unto us, hebeing holy in all his wayes, & righteous in all his works ; and 1t 
15 but my Lott in common with poor deſolate Zion art this day ; neither do I find 
1 my heart the leaſt regret for-any thing that I have done 1n the ſervice of my 
Lord & Mr. C, Jeſus, in ſecuring & ſuccouring any of his poor ſufferers, that have 
ſhewed favour to his righteous cauſe , which cauſe ,tho ir be now faln & trampled 
ON, 2$1t it had not been anoynted , yet it ſhall revive, & God will plead it at ano 
ther rate than ever he hath done yet, with al! its oppoſers & malici6us haters;and 
therefore let all that love & fear him , not omir the leaſt duty that comes to nandg, 
or lycs before them, knowing that now Chriſt hath need of them, & expetts they 
ſhould ſerve him; & I deſire to blets his holy nzme, that he hath made me uſetull 
in my generation, tothe comfort & relief of many deſolate ones, that the bleſſing 
0: thoſe that were ready to periſh hath come upon me, & been helpt to make the 
heatrof the widow to fny;& | bleſs kis holy name, that in all this, together with 
what | was charged with, 1 can approve my heart to himy that 1 have done his 
wrll, thoic doth croſs mans vill ; and the ſcriptures whick ſatisfy me are Eſay. 
16. 3,4. Hide the out-caſte y bewyay not bim that wandreth;, be thon a covert 70 
them from the face of the {povler, And O05, 12, 13 14, Thou ſhouldeft not Dave 
delivered up thoſe of bis the did remain in the day of diſtreſs : but men fy , you 
mulk give them ur, or you ſhail dye for itz now who to obey, judge ye; fothat [ 
_have Caiiie to rejoyce, & be £©% eeding glad » in that ] ſuffer for r1ghteoulſnels 
laſs ;-& thar I 1m; accoented worthy to Tuffer tor well-doing » & that God hith 
accepted anvſeryice irom mes whica Rath been done 1N [1nCcerty . ch0 MIXt with 
manifold infict-ities » which he hata þezn pleaſed for Carifts fake to cover & 
for,ive And now as CONC#INOE MY CTHMEAS ITS called;alas}it was bur aitie one, 
& might well become 2 P: 1NC200 fo gLve, ( But he th it [hews oy + ph 
find gone, ) Aud LI may ay oL 1t n the language of Joratuan, 1 did but wg 
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little bony, & lo T muf? dye for it ; 1 did bur relieve an unworthy, poor, diſtreſſed 
family, & lo I muſt dye tor it; well, I deſire in the Lamb-like nature of the Goſ. 
p?ll co forgive all that are concerned, & to ſay, Lord ,lay it notto their charge; 
buy I fear it will not ; nay | believe, when he comes to make inquiſition for 
blood, it will be found at the daor of theurious Judge, who becauſe I could nor 
remember things through my dauntednefs at Buyzon's wife & Daughter's witneſs, 
& my ignorance, took advantage thereat, & would not hear me when I had call'd 
to mynd thac which Lam ſure would have.invalidated theevidence; & tho he 
granted ſomething of che ſame kind to another , he denyed ic to me at that 
tyme: my blood will alſo be foundat the door of the unrighteous Jury,zwho found 
me guilty upon the ſingle oath of an out-Jawd man; for there was none but his 
Oath about the mony, whois no legall witneſs, tho he be pardoned, his out- 
lawry not being reverſed, the law requiring 2 witneſſes in poynt of Treaſon, and 
then about my going with him tothe place mentioned ( wiz, the Hope ) it was by 
his own word b<tore he could be out-lawd ; for it was but abour 2 monthes 
after his abſconding » ſo that tho he was in a Proclamation yet not high Treaſon , as 
Iaminformed, whereby I am clearly murdered; and alſo bloody Mr. Atterbery, 
who hath ſounſatiably hunted after my life, tho it 15no profit to him, yet thro 
the il! will he bears me, left no Rone unturned, as I have ground to believe, cill 
he brought it to this, and ſhewed favour to Burton, who ought to have dyed for his - 
own fault,& not to have bought his life with mine ; and Captain Richardſon, who 
15 cruell & ſeyere to all under my circamſtances, & who did at that time, without 
all mercy & pity , haſten my ſentence, & held up my hand-that it might be given; 
All which, together with the great one of all,by whoſe power. all theſe & multi- 
tudes more ot cruelties are done, | do heartily & treely forgive as againſt me, but 
28 it is done in an implacable mind againſt the Lord Chriſt. & his righieous cauſe 
_& followers, I leave it to him, who 1s the avenger of all ſuch wrong who will 
tread upon Princes as upon mortar , & be terrible co the Kings of the earth ; & 
know this alſo ,qpat tho. you are ſeemingly fixed, 8 becauſe of the power in your 
hands,are weightng out your violence,$& dealing with a deſpiteful mind,becauſe of 
the old 8: new hatred, byimpoveriſhing & every way deſtreſſing thoſe you haye 
got under you, yet unleſs you, can ſecure Teſus Chrift & all his holy Angells , you 
ſhall never do your buſineſs, cor your hand accompliſh your enterprizes; for he 
will de upon you ere you are aware ; and therefore that you would be wile, inſtru 
fed > & lcarn is the defire of her that finds no mercy from you. 


ELIZABETH GAUNT. 


